
Sharan Grewal
Contact
Information

Department of Politics, Princeton University (330)-464-7866
130 Corwin Hall, Princeton, NJ 08544 ssgrewal@princeton.edu

Research
Interests

Democratization, Civil-Military Relations, Religion
Middle East and North Africa, Experimental Methods

Current
Positions

American Political Science Association, Centennial Center 2017-2018

Visiting Scholar, Washington, D.C.

Education Princeton University, Princeton, NJ

Ph.D., Politics (Expected) May 2018

M.A., Politics September 2015

Subfields: Comparative Politics; Middle East; Formal & Quantitative Methods

Georgetown University, Washington, DC May 2013

B.S., Foreign Service; Certificate in Arab Studies

Summa Cum Laude

The American University in Cairo, Cairo, Egypt Fall 2011

Study Abroad

Dissertation
Project

Coup-Proofing Democracy: Egypt and Tunisia in Comparative Perspective

Committee: Amaney Jamal (chair), Rory Truex, Kristopher Ramsay, Tarek Masoud

Academic
Publications

1. Grewal, Sharan and Erik Voeten. “Are New Democracies Better Human Rights
Compliers?” International Organization 69(2): 497-518, 2015.

Revise and
Resubmit

1. Grewal, Sharan and Yasser Kureshi. “How to Sell a Coup: Elections as Coup
Legitimation.” Journal of Conflict Resolution.

Under
Review

1. Grewal, Sharan. “From Islamists to Muslim Democrats: How Living in Secular
Democracies Shaped Tunisia’s Ennahda.”

• Presented at MPSA 2015, POMEPS 2016, and APSA 2016

2. Grewal, Sharan and Steve Monroe. “Down and Out: Founding Elections and
Disillusionment with Democracy in Egypt and Tunisia.”

• Presented at POMEPS 2015, APSA 2015, and AALIMS 2016

3. Grewal, Sharan, Amaney Jamal, Tarek Masoud, and Elizabeth Nugent. “Economic
Strain and Divine Rewards: The Electoral Advantage of Islamic Political Parties.”

• Presented at APSA 2016, CSDP 2016, and AALIMS 2017

4. Grewal, Sharan, Amaney Jamal, Tarek Masoud, and Elizabeth Nugent. “Religion
Alleviates Cognitive Strain.”
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Research
in Progress

1. Grewal, Sharan. “Who Supports Military Rule? A List Experiment of Turkey’s
2016 Coup Attempt.”

2. Grewal, Sharan. “Socializing Civil-Military Relations: the Differential Effects of
American and French Training on Tunisian Military Officers.”

3. Grewal, Sharan and Matthew Cebul. “Religion and Compromise: Experimental
Investigations.”

4. Grewal, Sharan, Amaney Jamal, and Tarek Masoud. “Does Islam Induce Charity?”

5. Co-PI and Tunisia Country Director for: “Religious Authority and U.S. Foreign
Policy in the Middle East,” funded by the Henry R. Luce Initiative on Religion in
International Affairs.

Review
Articles

1. Grewal, Sharan. “Explaining Military Defection and Loyalty in the Mediterranean.”
Mediterranean Politics. 2017.

Other
Peer-Reviewed
Publications

1. Grewal, Sharan and Parwinder Grewal. “Can Cities Become Self-Reliant in
Food?” Cities 29(1): 1-11, 2012. Citations: 184.

• Covered in Venton, Danielle. “Can Planting Vegetables in Vacant Lots Save
Cleveland?” Wired. August 2, 2011.

2. Grewal, Sharan, et al. “An Assessment of Soil Nematode Food Webs and Nutrient
Pools in Community Gardens and Vacant Lots in Two Post-Industrial American
Cities.” Urban Ecosystems 14(2): 181-194, 2011. Citations: 25.

Policy Analysis 1. Grewal, Sharan. “Tunisian Security Forces Rock the Vote.” Sada, Carnegie Endowment
for International Piece. February 16, 2017.

• Reprinted by The Cairo Review of Global Affairs, February 21, 2017; The
Daily Star, February 22, 2017

2. Grewal, Sharan, Matthew Cebul, and Alexander Kustov. “Does it Matter that
People Overestimate the Number of Muslims in America?” Political Violence at
a Glance. December 22, 2016. Second most popular post in 2016.

3. Grewal, Sharan. “A Quiet Revolution: The Tunisian Military After Ben Ali.”
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. February 24, 2016.

• Adapted into “How Tunisia’s military has changed during its transition to
democracy.” Monkey Cage, The Washington Post. March 8, 2016.

• Reprinted in Lynch, Marc. “Reflections Five Years After the Uprisings.”
POMEPS Studies 18. March 28, 2016.

4. Grewal, Sharan. “Why Tunisia Didn’t Follow Egypt’s Path.” Monkey Cage, The
Washington Post. February 4, 2015.

• Reprinted in Lynch, “Islamism in the IS Age,” POMEPS Studies 12, March
17, 2015; Lynch, “Tunisia’s Volatile Transition to Democracy,” POMEPS
Briefings 27, November 6, 2015; and by Kapitalis, February 12, 2015.

5. Grewal, Sharan. “The Logic of Partially Suspending Aid to Egypt.” Monkey
Cage, The Washington Post. October 12, 2013.
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Published
Datasets

1. Replication data for “Are New Democracies Better Human Rights Compliers?”
(with Erik Voeten), Harvard Dataverse Network

Media

Interviews

1. Jack Detsch, “Pentagon receptive to Tunisian lobbying against proposed Trump

aid cut,” Middle East Monitor, July 10, 2017.

2. Christine Petré, “Tunisia’s armed forces are no longer neglected, but will they

take power?”, Middle East Monitor, March 3, 2016.

Conference

Participation

American Political Science Association 2015-2017

Midwest Political Science Association 2015-2017

Panel Organizer 2017

Discussant and Chair 2016

Middle East Studies Association 2016

International Studies Association 2017

Association for Analytic Learning about Islam and Muslim Societies 2016-2017

Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS) 2015-2016

POMEPS Workshop, “Islamist Politics in the IS Age” 2015

“After the Uprisings” Conference, Princeton (Discussant) 2016

Additional

Training

The Tunis Exchange, Tunisia 2014

Institute on Qualitative and Multi-Method Research, Syracuse, NY 2015

Winter Experimental Social Sciences Institute, Abu Dhabi, UAE 2016

Summer Workshop on Analysis of Military Operations & Strategy, Cornell, NY 2017

Awards George Kateb Teaching Award, Politics Department, Princeton University 2017

Research Grants, Mamdouha S. Bobst Center for Peace and Justice 2014-2017

Research Grants, Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies 2014-2017

Research Grant, Center for International Security Studies 2017

Research Grant, Princeton Research in Experimental Social Science 2016

TRE Grant, Project on Middle East Political Science 2014

Fellow, Program on Religion, Diplomacy, and International Relations 2013-2014

Princeton University Fellowship 2013-present

Rhodes Scholarship Finalist 2012

Professional

Experience

Invited Briefings

U.S. Department of State Oct. 2016, Feb. 2017

Consultancies

IHS Jane’s 360 Summer 2016

World Justice Project Summer 2013

U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC

Intern, Bureau of Near East Affairs, Office of Egyptian Affairs Summer 2014

Intern, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor Summer 2013

Georgetown University, Washington, DC May 2010-May 2013

Research Assistant, Dr. Erik Voeten
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Professional

Service

Referee: American Political Science Review ; American Journal of Political Science;

Journal of Politics; Mediterranean Politics

Graduate Student Committee, Politics Department, Princeton University, 2014-15

Teaching Assistant Instructor, The Politics of Development, Fall 2016 (with Jennifer Widner)
Assistant Instructor, Human Rights, Spring 2016 (with Gary Bass)

Programming R, LATEX, Beamer, SPSS, Qualtrics

Languages English Native
Arabic (MSA; Egyptian and Tunisian dialects) Advanced
Punjabi, Spanish Beginner

Field
Research

Egypt 2012, 2014
Morocco 2015
Tunisia 2014-2017
Turkey 2016

References Amaney Jamal
Edwards S. Sanford Professor
Department of Politics
Princeton University
ajamal@princeton.edu

Rory Truex
Assistant Professor
Department of Politics
Princeton University
rtruex@princeton.edu

Kristopher Ramsay
Associate Professor of Politics
Department of Politics
Princeton University
kramsay@princeton.edu

Tarek Masoud
Sultan of Oman Associate Professor
Kennedy School of Government
Harvard University
Tarek Masoud@hks.harvard.edu

Erik Voeten
Peter F. Krogh Associate Professor
School of Foreign Service
Georgetown University
ev42@georgetown.edu

Gary Bass
Professor of Politics
Woodrow Wilson School
Princeton University
gjbass@princeton.edu
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