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Evidence of Teaching Excellence 

 

I have extensive experience teaching both advanced and introductory courses in political theory, 
democratic theory, global justice, and the history of political thought.  Currently, I am the Postdoctoral 
Research Associate in Values and Public Life at the University Center for Human Values at Princeton 
University, where I work with Professor Anna Stilz.  I would be very well-prepared to advise students’ 
senior theses from having taught the “Senior Thesis Seminar” for the Program in Values and Public Life.  
Before coming to Princeton, I designed and taught the courses “Global Justice” and “Democratic Theory 
and Globalization” when I was a Ph.D student at Brown University.  Based on my teaching performance, 
I was the first instructor in political science to win an honorable mention for the university-wide 

Archambault Teaching Award.   
 
I have also earned outstanding evaluations as a teaching assistant for seven courses in political 

theory and political science, including “Introduction to Political Thought: Plato to Marx,” “Modern 
Political Thought: Hobbes to Rawls,” and “The Ethics and Economics of the Wealth of Nations.”  My 
evaluations were among the top in my department in every measure of teaching effectiveness, such as 
skill in teaching difficult material, enthusiasm for the course, and helpfulness outside of class.  Given my 
background, I would be highly qualified to teach courses in political theory, democratic theory, global 
justice, theories of economic justice, ethics and public policy, the theory of human rights, and the history 
of political thought.  In the history of political thought, I am especially interested in liberalism, rights, and 
the philosophy of Kant, Locke, and Rousseau.   

 

I have a strong record of teaching excellence.  Brown University’s teaching award for my Global 

Justice class described my approach as an instructor: “Minh guided discussion sessions in a way that 

created genuine excitement and active participation in the classroom.  Indeed, his skill in eliciting 

participation reached every student in his class. His approachable classroom presence inspired terrifically 

positive student evaluations.”  Dean Sibley wrote in an official evaluation letter: “Your enthusiasm and 

approach to teaching ‘Global Justice & International Politics,’ inspired your students.  Your content 

knowledge and the quality of your teaching were outstanding, and serves as an example of the excellence 

that we strive to achieve in our programs.” One of my students described my teaching in an evaluation: “He 

taught hard issues well; he did a great job of clarifying difficult ideas; he was very responsive to student 

questions inside and outside of class; and, he passionately engaged with students who were interested in the 

course material. One time, after class, we talked for ten minutes about some of my thoughts on what we 

were covering, and it was one of the best conversations I'd had with a professor for a while. He was 

interested; he raised issues; and he seemed genuinely concerned in my own intellectual development as a 

student in political theory.”  

 

I have attached, as further evidence of teaching success, my teaching philosophy statement, the 

student qualitative evaluations for my performance as the teaching assistant in the courses “Modern 

Political Thought: Hobbes to Rawls,” “The Ethics and Economics of the Wealth of Nations,” and 

“Introduction to Political Thought: Plato to Marx.”  I have also included the quantitative scores for my 

teaching “American Foreign Policy.”  My syllabi are also available for “Global Justice,” “The Ethics of 

International Development,” “The History of Political Philosophy,” and “Democratic Theory and 

Globalization.” 
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Statement of Teaching Philosophy 

 

I take pride in my teaching and advising.  It gives me great satisfaction to be able to inspire my 

students to think about what is ethical and right in politics.  I seek to introduce my students to writings of 

the most thoughtful and influential political theorists.  My teaching connects these readings with important 

debates in politics and public policy.  I then encourage my students to develop their own views, and to 

improve their skills as speakers in class conversation and as writers in their essays. 

 

To enhance my students’ learning, I use case studies.  For example, in my class “Global Justice,” I 

discuss the issue of conflict minerals as a way of illustrating the effects of rights to natural resources on 

democracy, civil war, and economic development.  To make the case studies vivid and memorable, I make 

use of multimedia, including news footage and documentary films.  I then connect the case studies to 

readings in the political theory literature.  The students see that ethical debates over rights to natural 

resources are relevant to whether countries are democratic or authoritarian, and poor or wealthy. 

 

I promote student participation using class exercises, including structured debates and team 

presentations.  I have found in teaching both “Global Justice” and “Democratic Theory and Globalization” 

that these collaborative exercises give students experience and greater self-assurance speaking before their 

classmates.  When guiding discussion, I underscore the value of the students respecting each other and their 

ideas.  Students are always free to disagree, but they should do so in the spirit of open intellectual inquiry 

and respect for their fellow students.  I show them the importance of always providing evidence and 

reasons for their views, instead of assertion.  After class, I consult with the quieter students to find out what 

I can do to support them.  By giving students from diverse backgrounds the confidence to contribute, I hope 

to promote increased inclusion and inter-cultural learning in the classroom. 

 

One of my goals in guiding class discussion and student writing is to have students understand not 

only their own side, but also other ethical views about politics.  I want my students to develop a greater 

depth of thought by deeply considering the arguments and evidence in favor of other positions.  For 

example, I teach my students to address multiple objections to their own thesis in their essays.  When I hold 

a classroom debate, I sometimes have the students take the side that is different from the one they currently 

hold.  Many of my students are at first surprised, but afterwards, they express excitement for having the 

opportunity to better appreciate the other side, and perhaps to change their minds.  They learn the 

complexity of real-life issues, and they develop a more sophisticated understanding of the policies at stake.   

 

To illustrate my teaching philosophy, I will describe my approach to teaching Immanuel Kant’s 

Perpetual Peace. Many of my students are young enough that they cannot remember a time when their 

country was not at war.  I introduce my students to Kant’s Perpetual Peace by leading them from their own 

reflection about the ongoing war on terror to the question of how to moderate the use of force among 

nations.  I have found in my classes that by encouraging my students to share their own convictions on 

debates about public life, such as drone warfare and intervention in other countries, they become curious 

about the deeper philosophical foundations of their ethical ideas.  They want to learn more about the 

political theorists who have debated the justice or injustice of war.   

 

In teaching political theory and democratic theory, I emphasize a careful reading of the texts. This 

interpretive principle is based on John Stuart Mill's view that "a doctrine is not judged at all until it is 

judged in its best form."  It is also grounded in the belief that to learn the most from a philosophical work, 

students should read it accurately and sympathetically, even if they ultimately have points of disagreement.  

I strive in my teaching to convey interest in the authors and their arguments, while cultivating my students’ 

critical faculties.  For example, I show the importance of Perpetual Peace by explaining its influence both 

on political theorists, including John Rawls and Jürgen Habermas, and on political institutions, such as the 
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League of Nations and the United Nations.  I also underscore the impact of Perpetual Peace on political 

scientists like Michael Doyle, John Owen, and Bruce Russett who write on democratic peace theory. 

 

Together with my students, I examine the links between Kant and the other writers.  This allows 

the students to bring different philosophers into dialog.  For example, I introduce students to Kant’s 

argument that nations must enter a civil condition governed by international law, and contrast it with 

Hobbes’s position in chapter XIII of the Leviathan that nations have no need to leave the state of nature.  

Hobbes believes that the international state of nature is more tolerable than the state of nature between 

individuals, since nations are more resistant to attack than isolated individuals, and are able to provide 

sufficient security for their subjects: “There does not follow from it that misery which accompanies the 

liberty of particular men.”  

 

Unlike Hobbes, Kant argues that nations have a moral duty to leave the international state of 

nature.  I teach my students to connect this point both with Rousseau’s Social Contract and with Kant’s 

other political writings, including the Doctrine of Right.  For Kant, all individuals have an inalienable right 

to freedom and equality.  Freedom means that we are bound only by laws to which we could give our 

consent.  Equality requires that the same law applies universally to all individuals.  No individual or group 

should be able to impose unequal laws or conditions on others.  The rights to freedom and equality parallel 

Rousseau’s requirement that the law “come from all and apply to all.”   

 

Kant argues in Perpetual Peace that the international state of nature denies the rights to freedom 

and equality.  The international state of nature allows a powerful nation to impose conditions on others to 

which they cannot consent, violating freedom.  A powerful nation can also exempt itself from the laws that 

apply to others, violating equality.  Acting unilaterally, it can “determine what is lawful not by means of 

universally valid external laws, but by means of one-sided maxims backed up by physical force.”  For 

freedom and equality to be secured, all nations, like individuals, must leave the state of nature and enter a 

civil condition governed by law.         

 

As the class closely studies the text, I explain that Kant believed that peace would have three 

foundations: first, nations that are republics would be less likely to fight, since they can wage war only with 

the consent of their peoples.  Second, nations that trade would develop an economic interdependence that 

Kant believed would discourage war.  Third, a federation of republican states would provide security and 

resolve conflicts.  I invite my students to debate each of these points.  Does commerce promote peace, as 

not only Kant, but also Smith, Montesquieu, and Condorcet thought, and Erik Gartzke argues today?  Or 

does commerce make conflict more likely, as Rousseau believed?  In asking these questions, my goal is to 

engage my students in a shared intellectual exchange, where we learn from each other and deepen our 

understanding as political theorists.    
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1. Department of Political Science qualitative student evaluations for “Modern Political 

Thought: Hobbes to Rawls” (spring 2013). 

Responses 

Show\Hide Answers 

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh was fantastic, one of the best TA's I've ever had at Brown. He taught hard issues well; he 

did a great job of clarifying difficult ideas; he was very responsive to student questions inside 

and outside of class; and, he passionately engaged with students who were interested in the 

course material. One time, after class, we talked for ten minutes about some of my thoughts on 

what we were covering, and it was one of the best conversations I'd had with a professor for a 

while. He was interested; he raised issues; and he seemed genuinely concerned in my own 

intellectual development as a student in political theory. Minh is great, and he deserves a raise, 

regardless of what he is being paid now. 

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh was great! He knew the material really well and was always willing to entertain any 

question no matter how basic. He's also very friendly! 

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh Ly is the best TA I've come across this year. Absolutely fantastic during section and 

extremely knowledgeable.  

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Funny, approachable, explains the material well and relates it to real life circumstances 

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh was an excellent TA. He had a deep understanding of all the thinkers we covered and was 

always up for a discussion about their ideas. His sections were engaging, and his feedback on 

our papers was thoughtful (and prompt!). He always made himself available for office hours. 

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh was available and wrote helpful comments in essays. He knows the material very well. 

Very intelligent. 

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh was excellent and his feedback was extremely helpful. He clearly took a lot of time 

carefully evaluating papers, and gave thorough feedback on all of them. When I disagreed with 

a particular grade I was given and requested to meet with Minh, he responded promptly, and his 

explanation of the reasoning behind the grade was very helpful. I would say he's the most 

invested, helpful and passionate TA at Brown I've had so far. 

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Best TA i have had at Brown. Always willing to help and had a perfect understanding of the 

material. 

POLS1030-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

As mentioned above, Minh was great. Really one of the most knowledgeable TAs I've had for a 

class. He was extremely willing to talk outside of class, and always asked for my feedback after 

lectures/section -- feedback which he would subsequently incorporate into lectures/section. His 

commentary on my papers was always thorough and helpful. Great job, Minh! 
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2. Department of Political Science qualitative student evaluations for “The Ethics and Economics 

of the Wealth of Nations” (fall 2013). 

 

Responses 

Show\Hide Answers 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Incredibly sharp guy, cuts through fluffy arguments with a knife 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh made it a point to get everyone in the discussion and I think he did a great job generating 

a conversation. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Excellent knowledge of the subject and great willingness to explain concepts during the 

sessions. Very enthusiastic and extremely helpful outside the class settings. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh taught section very well, and was very knowledgeable in every aspect of POLS. He 

answered questions students had happily and completely. He challenged students to really know 

the material by asking their opinions and stimulating conference discussion. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh was very good about allowing all opinions in section and helped to elaborate on course 

material so we could get a better understanding. He was also available outside of class to help. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

I love Minh! He was always extremely busy but he always made time for any student who 

needed help. He was so enthusiastic in section; he inspired me and really helped improve my 

understanding of course material with his quick mind and good communication skills. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh was a brilliant, patient, generally excellent section leader. He was always able to facilitate 

interesting conversations that involved everyone and made us truly feel comfortable speaking. 

He always had a helpful response even if our contributions weren't fully formed--I felt 

comfortable participating even when I didn't feel like I had an expert opinion. He was very 

available and helpful outside of class! 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

One of the best TAs i have had, very helpful, approachable and clear. Always well prepared, 

enthusiastically approaches and encourages discussions. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

He is the best! 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

I loved being in Minh's class - he was a fantastic grader of essays and was always constructive 

and objective in leading discussions. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

TA taught in a clear and concise manner, often using graphical breakdowns of course concepts. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh Ly is extraordinary - he is helpful, engaging, and very kind. 
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POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Extremely well prepared and great at leading discussion and clarifying confusing concepts. One 

of the best TAs ever. I would take a class from Minh. 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Amazing Teacher Assistant 

POLS1150-S01: Ly, Minh Vy(TA): 

Minh Ly was always prepared, offered differing opinions in class to move the discussion 

forward, and was very effective at providing feedback to his students. 

 

3. Department of Political Science qualitative student evaluations for “Introduction to Political 

Thought: Plato to Marx” (spring 2012). 

 

Responses 

Show\Hide Answers 

POLS0110-S01: Ly, Minh Vy: 

Was very good at leading discussion sections and finding a balance between student 

participation and lecturing. 

POLS0110-S01: Ly, Minh Vy: 

Minh was an excellent T.A., and it was left mostly to him to clarify difficult arguments and 

complicated texts that were left unexplained in lecture. He was a great facilitator of discussion 

and was also incredibly helpful in answering questions and elaborating on responses. Each 

week, going to section was imperative for me to feel like I understood the material we were 

reading, because lecture hardly clarified main arguments and points. 

POLS0110-S01: Ly, Minh Vy: 

Great facilitator, always held discussion. 

POLS0110-S01: Ly, Minh Vy: 

Minh was a great TA. He was good at encouraging discussion, and his comments were helpful. 

POLS0110-S01: Ly, Minh Vy: 

Minh was an amazing TA. He was extremely helpful outside of class: both in office hours and 

via email. I found that his guidance really helped me when writing my papers. Additionally, his 

enthusiasm made section fun. 

POLS0110-S01: Ly, Minh Vy: 

Good discussion leader and helpful with paper writing. 

POLS0110-S01: Ly, Minh Vy: 

The best TA I've ever had at Brown. Very accessible, responsive, and friendly. Gave great 

critiques. 

POLS0110-S01: Ly, Minh Vy: 

Minh is by far the most inspirational, effective T.A. I have had so far. I got just as much out of 

section - if not more - as I did out of lecture. 
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4. Official Department of Political Science quantitative aggregate scores for my student 

evaluations in “American Foreign Policy” (fall 2009).   

 

The quantitative scores are the averages of the student evaluations on a 1 to 5 scale, with 1 being 

“excellent” or the highest possible score.  I received excellent scores and surpassed the 

Department’s TA average on all measures of teaching effectiveness. 

 

2009-2010 Academic Year, Semester I 

 

Scoring:       1) Excellent 2) Good 3) Adequate 4) Fair 5) Poor 

Course Number: POLS1560  

The Section Leader in this Course: LY TA AVG 

1. Is usually well-organized and well-prepared 1.14 1.39 

2. Seemed enthusiastic about teaching the section 1.14 1.41 

3. Communicates his/her ideas well to students 1.25 1.58 

4. Made the subject matter interesting to me 1.39 1.77 

5. Was knowledgeable about subject matter 1.03 1.36 

6. Responds in a critical and valuable manner to 

written work 1.34 1.71 

7. Was regularly available in office hours 1.32 1.39 

8. If you had such meetings, these meetings were 

quite helpful 1.44 1.52 

9. Provided ample opportunities for questions and 

discussion 1.16 1.37 

10. I would recommend this section leader based 

on his/her performance 1.24 1.52 

11. This section was helpful to me 1.22 1.64 

OVERALL AVERAGE: 1.24 1.51 

   

 
 

 

   

 
 

 


